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scheme for the editing, printing and publishing of a monthly
paper of his own, in which he could air his opinions and state
his criticisms on every subject from art and literature to the
chronic mis-administration of the island. This newspaper
made its first appearance under the title of Le Sourire in August
1899 and caused a good deal of comment. He had intended
it to appear every month, but this he was not able to do and
its appearance was irregular after a time* Although the copies
passed mostly from hand to hand, he was able to make, at the
beginning, a small profit on the undertaking* Many of the
articles bore his own name, others a Tahitian pseudonym,
Tit Oil, which had a pungent and salacious implication.
Le Sourire consisted of four pages, mimeographed by the
Edison system, on schoolroom paper about 12 in. long by 10 in.
wide* The circulation appears to have been a little over twenty
copies and was sold at the price of three raira a copy* At the
head of the first page was set a wood-cut, with the title of the
paper and figures with or without birds and animals, that
varied with each issue* As if to assure his readers that his
intentions were not wholly aggressive, he prefaced the first
issue with an aphorism: *'Grave men smile, the tide invites
it," and a modest apology for its appearance, "With so much
time on my hands, with such an array of pet but possibly
eccentric ideas, I have founded Le Sourire. Shapeless at close
range, these writings upon reflection and examination will
become more definite if you wish it* I shall not tell the truth:
everyone prides himself on telling it. Fable only shall show
my thoughts, if dreaming is, in truth, thinking* Often a
drawing also, a few lines only*0
The first few numbers bore the subsidiary title of Journal
Serieux, which was, however, soon changed to Journal M/clant*
The contents of this paper followed the same editorial lines
as Les Guepes, but they consisted mostly of fables containing
comic and disguised allusions* In particular the paper singled
out the Protestant Mission, and all those who were suspected of
supporting it, for attack* The Governor of the day, a Monsieur